Annex 1

Definitions of Favourable Condition
for designated features of interest

NATURAL
ENGLAND

These definitions relate to all designated features on the SSSI, whether designated as SSSI,
SPA, SAC or Ramsar features.

Name of Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
River Wye (Lower Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy |saf)

Names of designated international sites

iver Wye (Lower Wye) / Afon Gwy (Gwy |saf)

Special Akea of Gonsenvation (SAG) Special Area for Conservation (SAC)

Special Protection Area (SPA) N/A

Ramsar N/A

Relationship between site designations

Designated boundary is, to all intents and purposes, a one to one match, with only small
areas of bank not covered by the SAC. All the water is in both SSSI and SAC. Paper maps
define the distance from bank top that is designated and therefore what adjacent habitats are
included in the notification. These objectives have been prepared to assess the interest
features of only the English sections of the River Wye.

Version control information

Version Consultation Draft
Prepared by Daisy Burris, Luke Walters & Les McNamara
Date of this version August 2022

CSM Guidance for Rivers — September 2016

CSM Guidance for Freshwater Fauna - October 2015
Date of generic guidance on | CSM Guidance for Invertebrates — March 2008
favourable condition used CSM Guidance for Mammals (Terrestrial) - 2004

CSM Guidance for Vascular Plants - 2004

CSM Guidance for Bryophytes and Lichens - 2005
Original version David Heaver 27th Oct 2006 Amended
Dec 2008 by Poppy Baskeyfield Amended March 2009 by
Elisabeth Dack Amended March 2011 by Helen Wake and
Graham Walker

Amended Feb 2012 by David Heaver, Elisabeth Dack,
Helen Wake and Graham Walker

Amended August 2022 by Luke Walters, Les McNamara
and Daisy Burris

Other notes/version history

This Monitoring Specification uses the list of notified features previously published on Designated Sites Viewer
which predates Natural England’s 2023 review of SSSI Citations. Whilst Designated Sites Viewer was updated in
May 2023 to reflect the confirmed list of notified features resulting from that review, further work is required to
update this Monitoring Specification. Although not all the features listed in this Monitoring Specification are now
considered notified features in their own right, they all remain as components of the notified features and hence
still form part of the methodology for assessing condition of the notified features.
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Definitions of Favourable Condition: notes for users

Definitions of Favourable Condition

The definitions comprise one or more condition definitions for the special interest features at this
site. These are subject to periodic review and may be updated to reflect new information or
knowledge. They will be used by Natural England to determine if a site is in a favourable condition.
The standards for favourable condition have been developed and are applied throughout the UK.

Standards for favourable condition are defined with particular reference to the specific designated
features listed in Table 1, and are based on a selected set of attributes for features which most
effectively define favourable condition as set out in Tables 2, 2a and 3. When an SSSI’s features
meet these attributes, then they are said to be in ‘favourable condition’.

Explanatory text for Tables 2 and 3

Tables 2, 2a and 3 set out the measures of condition which we will use to provide evidence to
support our assessment of whether features are in favourable condition. They have been tailored
by local staff to reflect the particular characteristics and site-specific circumstances of individual
sites. Quality Assurance has ensured that such site-specific tailoring remains within a nationally
consistent set of standards. The tables include an audit trail to provide a summary of the
reasoning behind any site-specific targets etc. In some cases the requirements of features or
designations may conflict; the detailed basis for any reconciliation of conflicts on this site may be
recorded elsewhere.

Use under the Habitats Regulations
The Definitions of Favourable Condition (DFCs) are used to periodically measure and assess
the condition of both notified SSSI features and designated European Site features.

Where SSSis also form part of a European Site (such as a SAC or SPA), a separate document
containing specific European Site Conservation Objectives will have been prepared. These
objectives are those referred to in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
(as amended) (the Habitats Regulations). They are for use when either the appropriate nature
conservation body or a competent authority is required to make an ‘appropriate assessment’ of
the likely effects of a proposed plan or project on the integrity of a European Site under the
relevant parts of the respective legislation. The European Site Conservation Objectives are
available from the Natural England Publications Catalogue.

The concepts of ‘site integrity’ and ‘favourable condition” are similar and the assessment of a
feature’s condition will measure attributes that also represent aspects of a site’s ecological
integrity. However, the periodic determination of a feature’s condition is separate from a
judgement about the effect upon a site’s overall integrity. This is because the DFCs do not
represent a comprehensive or definitive list of all of the elements that might contribute to site
integrity, merely those that are most appropriate to monitor in order to rapidly determine the
present condition of a feature. The full range of factors that are components of a site’s integrity,
and which may need to be considered by an appropriate assessment, will be specified in the
European Site Conservation Objectives. Some of the information contained within the DFCs
may however contribute to such assessments.

Definitions of Favourable Condition: River Wye (West Midlands)
Template Version 1, March 2019 Page 2 of 55
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Annex 1

Contains, or is derived from, information supplied by Ordnance Survey. © Crown copyright and database right [2011]. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100022021. Contains, or is based on,
information supplied by Natural England.

Map of River Wye SSSI/SAC showing SSSI Units (1-7) in differing colours.
Definitions of Favourable Condition: (River Wye) as updated May 2022
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